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Nursing Week panel debate on chronic disease management May 11, 2010 

 

Toronto ON – The Bloomberg Faculty of Nursing kicks off Nursing Week 2010 with a panel discussion Nursing: The Answer to 

Chronic Disease Management. 

 

Leading policy makers, clinicians and scientists will discuss strategies for coping with chronic illness in the Canadian health care 

system today from a nursing perspective.  

 

The panelists: 

 

•    Vanessa Burkoski, Provincial Chief Nursing Officer, Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care 

•    Pam Hubley, Associate Chief of Nursing, The Hospital for Sick Children, Associate Professor, Bloomberg Faculty of Nursing 

•    Alejandro Jadad, Senior Scientist, Division of Clinical Decision-Making and Health Care, Toronto General Research Institute 

•    Michael McGillion, Assistant Professor, Bloomberg Faculty of Nursing 

 

“Nursing Week is a time to celebrate and honour those who work on the front lines of our health care system every day. Nurses 

and nursing scholars are leaders in chronic disease management and I look forward to a lively discussion with my colleagues on 

the topic,” said Bloomberg professor Pam Hubley. 

 

When: Tuesday May 11, 2010, 6:30 pm 

Where: Lawrence S. Bloomberg Faculty of Nursing 

University of Toronto, Health Sciences Building 

155 College St., 6th Floor Auditorium 

 

The panel will be followed by a reception at 7:30 p.m. ALL WELCOME!  

 

Please RSVP to development.nursing@utoronto.ca or 416-946-7097 

 

Background: There have been over 50,000 deaths in Canada so far this year related to chronic disease. Chronic disease includes 

major non-communicable diseases such as cardiovascular diseases, cancer, chronic respiratory diseases and diabetes. 

Knowledgeable health care workers are at the foundation of effective treatment and prevention efforts. 

 

BIOGRAPHIES 

 

Vanessa Burkoski, Provincial Chief Nursing Officer, Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care, has practiced nursing for 25 years. She 

is currently pursuing a Doctorate in Health Administration. Her dissertation work involves a quantitative causal-comparative 

study of the effect of non-urgent and less urgent emergency department visits on overcrowding. She was Director of Emergency 

and Critical Care Services at Windsor Regional Hospital and has also held a variety of clinical and administrative positions 

including, community health nurse, health promotion coordinator, primary care Nurse Practitioner, clinical/theoretical instructor 



 

Nurse Practitioner program and program manager. In her role as Chief Nursing Officer she provides strategic advice regarding 

nursing and broader health system policy for the MOHLTC. 

 

Pam Hubley, took her first nursing position at SickKids in the Burn Unit and Plastic Surgery Program. Her passion for ongoing 

learning took her back to the academic environment to the University of Toronto to complete a MSc degree and subsequently 

the post-masters ACNP diploma. She is committed to leading nursing practice at SickKids, to be of the highest standard possible 

and to supporting nurses to care for children and their families with knowledge and compassion. Her major research interests are 

in the areas of acute pain management, child temperament, adjustment and adaptation to trauma, patient safety, and health 

services research on the roles of Advanced Practice Nurses in pediatric care. 

 

Dr. Alejandro Jadad's mission is to help improve health and wellness for all, thorough information and communication 

technologies. His research and innovation work focuses on virtual tools to support the encounter between the public and the 

health system with emphasis on self-management of chronic conditions; interactive tools to promote knowledge translation and 

mentorship of health professionals and the public; and online resources to support social networks, to respond to major public 

health threats (e.g., chronic conditions, pandemics), to support international collaboration, and to enable the public (particularly 

young people) to shape the health system and society. Born and educated in Colombia, he obtained his medical degree in 1986, 

specializing in anesthesiology. By the time he was 20 years of age and still a medical student, he became a leading medical expert 

on cocaine in Colombia and an internationally sought after speaker. In 1990 he joined the University of Oxford where he became 

one of the first physicians in the world with a doctorate in health knowledge synthesis. 

 

Michael McGillion is an Assistant Professor at the Lawrence S. Bloomberg Faculty of Nursing and Chair of the Scientific Program 

for the Canadian Pain Society. His current program of research has two major foci including: Chronic cardiac pain predictors, self-

management approaches, and best management practices; and simulation-based interventions for improving pain education and 

pain assessment and management practices. 
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