
 

 

 

NUR 1115/16/17 (Adult/Paediatric/PHC-GH) 

Advanced Health Assessment and Therapeutic Management  

Course Objective: 

Upon completion of the course the learner will be able to:  

1. Professional Role, Responsibility and Accountability 

 Incorporate knowledge of developmental and life stages, pathophysiology, infectious diseases, 
environmental exposures, psychopathology, demographics and family processes when 
performing health assessments, making diagnoses and providing therapeutic management. 

 Promote safe client care by mitigating harm and addressing immediate risk, including disclosing 
and reporting of adverse events as per legislative and organizational policies.  

 Provide evidence of the integration of resource allocation and cost effectiveness into clinical 
decisions. 

 Advocate for clients and consult and refer as necessary to other health-care professionals and 
allied non-health-care providers at any point in the care continuum, ensuring clients receive 
optimal outcomes and coordinated health services. 
 

2. Health Assessment and Diagnosis 

 Demonstrate skills in the assessment, planning, priority setting and provision of advanced 
nursing care to clients and families experiencing moderately complex acute and chronic illness 
states, and those presenting in emergent, urgent and life-threatening situations.  

 Synthesize health assessment information using critical inquiry and clinical reasoning, formulate 
differential diagnoses and identify health needs with consideration of the client’s response to 
the health/illness experience. 

 Demonstrate progressive ability to communicate hypotheses and plans, derived from the 
collection and synthesis of data, to health-care team members.     
 

3. Therapeutic Management 

 Differentiate pathophysiologic from normal processes, identifying the clinical signs, symptoms 
and appropriate investigations as well as treatment modalities, including pharmacologic 
management, use of alternative and complementary therapies, and appropriate patient 
education strategies.   

 Order and perform diagnostic investigations, interpret results using evidence-informed clinical 
reasoning and critical inquiry, and assume responsibility for follow-up. 

 Prescribe and/or dispense pharmacotherapy based on the client’s health history, condition and 
stage of life in accordance with federal and provincial/territorial legislation.  

 Treatment plans reflect collaboration with clients with consideration to client perspectives, 
feasibility and best outcomes. 
 

4. Health Promotion and Prevention of Illness and Injury 

 Assess and critically analyze information from a variety of sources to determine client and/or 
population trends and patterns and identify strategies to address those with health implications. 

 Understand and utilize concepts of patient safety in the context of clinical practice as informed 
through the use of IHI modules and synthesis of current patient safety literature. 


