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Information Session: November 1st, 2011 12-1pm
The following is a breakdown of the concepts discussed in the information session:
1. What does the role of a student look like in critical care?
	Observational, self-directed, questioning, clinical confidence, rapid assessments, critical thinking
2. What are the benefits?
	Exposure to a new clinical environment, potential job opportunities, challenging and stimulating environment, exposure to advanced team work, putting it all together (pathophysiology, assessment data, medications, lab and diagnostic tests), caring for the seriously ill
3. What are the limitations?
	Limited hands-on experience, role can be largely observational, experience can be emotionally and physically stressful, limited ability to develop workload and organizational skills,  steep learning curve to become familiar with a new environment and new skills (taking time away from consolidating current skills), if limited clinical confidence at this stage in program then learning needs may not be met.
4. What is the process?
· Application form
· Medication quiz
· 100% pass 
10 questions
Calculators allowed but must show written working calculations
Answers only (without written calculations) will receive zero marks
· Panel interview
· 2-3 people (2 faculty and one clinical educator)
· Simulation
· Process will include a short high fidelity simulation built around specific objectives related to rapid health assessment of an unstable patient and communication of the assessment to the health care team. Depending on the choice of critical care placement, the simulation will be either pediatric or adult based. The objectives for the simulation will be given in advance to assist students in preparing for the simulation.

5.  Important dates:
	ITEM
	DATE

	Application form available online (Nursing Web)
	Friday 4th November

	Application form due
Submit to jennifer.macauley@utoronto.ca
	Friday 11th November @ 4 pm

	Medication Quiz
	Tuesday 15th November 3-4 pm

	Interviews
	Commence Mon Nov 21st 9 am

	Your personal interview will be scheduled after the medication quiz. Please check your emails daily and please write down your availability on the application form.



6. Other information discussed:

· Indicate on your critical care application form ONE critical care area and location only. This is a separate form to the one you will fill out for the Office of Clinical Education (through Kong)  in January. After the screening process is complete you will be counselled as to how to fill out your requests to submit to the Office of Clinical Education.
· You must identify if you want an adult or a paediatric placement and what type of placement you wish to go to. Please think carefully about which placement will best suit your learning needs. We do not encourage you to change placements midway through the process as we would like you to make an educated choice as to your placement from the outset. 
· In the past, students who have undergone the paediatric simulation have automatically been eligible to go to an adult critical care placement. This is not the case this year and I reiterate that the process is different this year. Any student wishing to make a change such as this must make an appointment to see Jennifer to discuss this.
· We attempt to place students who pass the screening process in their first choice. We cannot guarantee this and will try to offer as similar a placement to the first request as possible.
· You must be flexible regarding the location of your critical care placement. For example, if you request ICU at St Michaels and there are no places left, we might be able to offer you ICU at Sunnybrook. Students must be willing to accommodate this going into the screening process.


7. 	The exceptions to the rules…………………………..

· Sick Kids is a VERY popular choice and thus very competitive for ALL places, not just critical care. For those students choosing a critical care placement at Sick Kids, you can be placed in any critical care area. This is decided by the hospital and not by the University. This means even if you pass the screening process and have selected, for example, ER at Sick Kids, we cannot guarantee you this placement. Sick Kids will however offer you an alternative critical care area (ICU, CCU, etc.). Other Sick Kids placements (such as wards) fill up with students who have selected those placements as their first choice. So if you are choosing a critical care placement at Sick Kids. please indicate three separate Critical Care areas and not one Critical Care and two wards on the LSBFON NUR 470 Clinical Placement Request form due Jan 16, 2012.
· For ABC students: The question was asked if you get priority for critical care places in your area if you pass through the screening process. The answer is that we submit your requests to the hospital and the managers decide who gets the places. The fact you are an ABC student is on the request form.  I cannot guarantee that they will pick you because you are an ABC student but it is possible that they will. You can also op-out and choose a different location for your placement. If you choose to do this, you are not guaranteed to get this placement because you have never been there before.


